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From the Network coordinator                                                                                                                        

Thank you to Nuala Helsby for the introduction, and for coordinating the 

networks development and events. I along with the other members of the 

operations group look forward to working with you all to continue the ACRN 

development through new events and seminars. As this is your network 

please contact us with ideas for future events of interest to you. ACRN 

contact details can be found on the web site (www.acrn.auckland.ac.nz) 

Scientific meetings of Interest  

The Cancer Trials New Zealand Annual Scientific Meeting will be held on 

Thursday 29th September in Wellington. This is an open meeting that this free to attend. 

Presentations of new concepts for clinical cancer research projects are welcomed. To register please 

email Kasturi Naicker: k.naicker@auckland.ac.nz 

As many of you will be aware, Queenstown Research Week runs from 27th August to 2nd 

September. 

There is still time to register for any satellite meetings of interest. (www.qmb.org.nz) 

 

New funding success 

Congratulations to Professor Bill Wilson, Dr Adam Patterson and their teams for their HRC success 

with a programme grant on “Physiological targeting in Cancer Therapy”. “…we are very pleased to 

have this continuity of support from HRC (two six-year Programmes), which has been instrumental in 

enabling the systematic development of PR-104 (currently in clinical trial). Equally important, it has 

enabled us to take advantage of what we have learned from PR-104 to develop new prodrugs with 

potential for additional indications in cancer therapy. We are also excited by the prospect of 

developing tumour-tropic Clostridium vector engineered to permit the confluence of PET imaging, 

antibiotic hypersensitivity and PR-104 super-metabolism; all the features essential for timely clinical 

trial”. 

 

Welcome to Dr Marjan Askarian-Amiri, the inaugural Rodney and Elaine Davies Cancer Research 

Repatriation Fellow based at the Auckland Cancer Society Research Centre. This two-year 

repatriation fellowship has been offered by Mrs Davies to facilitate New Zealand researchers to 

return to New Zealand and establish projects in cancer research. Dr Askaran-Amiri joins us from The 

University of Queensland, where she was based at the Institute for Molecular Bioscience 

investigating the role of non-coding RNAs in mammary tissue development. 

 

 

http://www.acrn.auckland.ac.nz/
mailto:k.naicker@auckland.ac.nz


Moving toward new cancer therapies 

Ruga Incorporated, a Palo Alto based biotechnology company has licensed for pre-clinical 

development, a new glucose transport blocker developed from a collaboration between Stanford 

University and the Auckland Cancer Society Research Centre. STF-31 is able to attack the glucose 

dependence of many cancers by selectively inhibiting abnormal glucose uptake mechanisms used by 

some cancer cells. Congratulations to Associate Professor Mike Hay and his team based at the 

Auckland Cancer Society Research Centre. For further information visit the FMHS website:  

http://www.fmhs.auckland.ac.nz/faculty/newsandevents/news_details.aspx?Id=865 

Congratulations also to Dr Jeff Smaill, Dr Adam Patterson and their research teams at the Auckland 

Cancer Society Research Centre on the announcement that a second hypoxia-selective multikinase 

inhibitor, PR610, has been targeted for clinical development in non-small cell lung cancer resistant to 

established treatments. This is under a collaborative agreement between Proacta Incorporated (San 

Diego) and Yakult Honsha Co., Ltd. (Tokyo). For further information visit the FMHS website: 

http://www.fmhs.auckland.ac.nz/faculty/newsandevents/news_details.aspx?Id=820 

http://www.fmhs.auckland.ac.nz/faculty/newsandevents/news_details.aspx?Id=864 

 

Auckland cancer research on TVNZ7  

Cancer research in Auckland will be highlighted in an up-coming episode of ‘Ever Wondered?’ on 

TVNZ7 this month as part of the month long Spotlight on Science + Innovation. The show will feature 

scientists from the Auckland Cancer Society Research Centre, and the Maurice Wilkins Centre for 

Molecular Biodiscovery, describing the development of PR509, a hypoxia-selective multikinase 

inhibitor. It screens on TVNZ7 (Sky Channel 77) on Thursday, August 25th at 7:05pm. 

Repeat screenings are on: 

Friday, August 26th at 4:05pm 

Monday, August 29th at 6:30pm 

Tuesday, August 30th at 12:30pm 

 

Seminars 

Friday 9th of September, 1 – 2 pm. 

Associate Professor Mark McKeage, ACSRC 

Friday 14th of October, 1 – 2 pm. 

Dr Jo Perry, Liggins Instiute 

 on the rationale for targeting human growth hormone to treat breast cancer 

Also in October 

Dr Susannah O’Sullivan and Dr Reuben Broom 

on the effects of kinase inhibitors in bone and bone metastases. 

 

Do you know of a visiting research fellow that might like to give a seminar to the ACRN? 

http://www.fmhs.auckland.ac.nz/faculty/newsandevents/news_details.aspx?Id=865
http://www.fmhs.auckland.ac.nz/faculty/newsandevents/news_details.aspx?Id=820
http://www.fmhs.auckland.ac.nz/faculty/newsandevents/news_details.aspx?Id=864


Other news 

We have had a great year so far with a number of seminars and talks which have, hopefully, been 

of interest to the network.  Please visit the ACRN website for further information about coming 

events.  

This year’s ACRN Winter school was a raging success, with 90 registrants, and 14 speakers covering 

immunotherapy in cancer, biomarkers and animal models, and we were also fortunate to host Dr Ian 

Hermans from the Malaghan Institute and Dr Katrina Sharples from the University of Otago. Thanks 

go to all the presenters for their efforts in contributing to the success, the Maurice Wilkins Centre 

for Biodiscovery along with the School of Medical Sciences for funding, and the ACRN Operations 

group for the behind the scenes work required to make this happen. We are now considering new 

ideas and topics for next year’s winter school so if you have one, or even a speaker or two, drop me 

an email (j.flanagan@auckland.ac.nz). 

 

Daffodil Day Is on Friday 26th of August. Please support and advocate for this important fundraising 

event http://www.daffodilday.org.nz/ 

 

Please remember that this is your network and I would encourage you to continue to promote 
the network to your colleagues. Do you have new members of your group that are not 

members of ACRN? Do you know of any paediatric oncology, haematology and surgery 
researchers within Auckland region who may be interested in the network? Please 
encourage them to contact us and register as members of the network: 
acrn@auckland.ac.nz  
 
 

Jack Flanagan. 
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