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It’s all about the 
bling!

“Price Tag”

Olga Brochner 

Clinical Nurse Specialist, ADHB

It's not about the money money money

We don't need your money money money

We just wanna make the world dance

Forget about the price tag

Ain't about the uh cha-ching cha-ching

Ain't about the yeah b-bling b-bling

Wanna make the world dance

Forget about the price tag

Jessie J

Health economics & 
sustainability of current 

anti-VEGF injections 

• Can we? / Can’t we?
• ADHB ophthalmology strategy
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Anti-VEGF Trials
AMD

• Bevacizumab: CATT & 
IVAN

• Ranibizumab: Anchor & 
Marina & Resolve 

• Aflibercept: View 1 & 2

• Fight Retinal Blindness 
(FRB)

Diabetic retinopathy

• Restore 

• Diabetic Retinopathy 
Clinical Research 
Network (DRCR Retina 
Network) 

• Fight Retinal Blindness 
(FRB)

NZ costs

• Bevacizumab: 2012/13 = $880,000

(90%) 2015/16 = $1,620,000

• Ranibizumab: 2012/13 = $200,000

2015/16 = $2,820,000

• Treatment $ underestimated: administration

Age-related Macular Degeneration: Model of 
care assessment and recommendations.  
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AVN
86%

LCS
5%

EYL
9%

2018 INJECTIONS

AVN
76%

LCS
1%

EYL
23%

2019 INJECTIONS

Total 11,979 Total 14,220

Space!
• Assessment & / or injection anti VEGFs

“Burden”

• Patient numbers 

• Resources demand

• Direct health care 
system costs

• Hidden costs

RCOphth
Strategic Plan 

2020-2022

Disability
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Sight loss “burden”

• Impact on wellbeing from disability

• Monetary estimate for reductions in 
quality of life

• DALYs: disability-adjusted life-years:

years of healthy life lost due to disability

• QALYs: quality adjusted life years

“Substantial economic & loss 
of wellbeing cost”

• Prevention / detection & risk stratification 

• Intravitreal anti-VEGF treatment

• Low vision rehabilitation
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Health outcomes / costs

• Loss independence

• Depression

• Care

• Economic –

employment

Model of care “unsustainable” ADHB ophthalmology
• New models of care

• Multi-disciplinary

• Collaboration

“Nurses step up to 
meet demand for 
specialist eye 
treatment”
February 2016 Vol 
16 (1)
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“Rapid access” 
AMD / macula 
clinics

New anti-VEGF agents

• Oral delivery ???

A.I.

I.T.
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• New ways to monitor
• Transport / space issues
• Screening ???

Conclusion

Anti-VEGFs

• ↑ burden ophthalmic services

• “Cost” of sight loss

• Change models of care meet 
demands

Thankyou

Dr Sophie Hill, Carly Henley, Rebecca Stevenson & 
Peter Lyons


